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Hessian cloth / fabric 

Hessian, or burlap in the US and Canada, is a woven fabric 

usually made from skin of the jute plant or sisal fibres, or may 

be combined with other vegetable fibres to make rope, nets, 

and similar products. Hessian, a dense woven fabric, has been 

historically produced as a coarse fabric, but more recently it is 

being used in a refined state known simply as jute  

 



as an eco-friendly material for bags, rugs, and other products. 

The name "burlap" appears to be of unknown origin, although 

the word could mean "coarse piece of cloth". The name 

"hessian" is attributed to the use of the fabric, initially, as part of 

the uniform of soldiers from the German state of Hesse who 

were called "Hessians". 

 

Uses :-  

Hessian use Decorative Items Several decorative items, toys, 

wall hanging, paper, decorative bags, table lamps, furniture, 

and many more is made from hessian fabrics. Hessian tapes 

and Gaps Hessian tapes and Gaps are made with Hessian 

cloth. Hessian cloth is woven with gaps at regular intervals and 

the cloths cut between the gaps to make small width taps 

1. This is mainly use for making bags, agriculture and 

industrial.  

2. Carpet backing. 

3. Decoration work. 

4.  It is also durable enough to withstand rough handling in 

transit; these properties have also led to its use for 

temporary protection as wet covering to prevent rapid 

moisture loss in the setting of cement and concrete in the 

construction industry. 

5. Hessian has been used by artists as an alternative to 

cotton or linen as a stretched painting or working surface. 
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